
5 TIPS & MORE TOOLS TO BEGIN
 YOUR 16GREATS.COM PROJECT

Create a free account with FamilySearch.org. Learn which
tools and subscriptions might be most useful for your
specific research before you begin DNA testing, or paying
for information that might be available for free.
 
The NMAAHC Robert Frederick Smith Explore Your Family
History Center helps people begin their family history
journey and learn the basics of researching African
American genealogy. Request a free virtual genealogy
session by emailing familyhistorycenter@si.edu
 
Join the Afro American Historical and Genealogical Society
(AAHGS.org) for education and support in a community of
fellow researchers.
 
Check out location-based history and genealogy resources
on & offline like the North Carolina Genealogy Society, and
Norfolk Public Library Collection

Knowing Who Your People Are Is A Protective Factor And Wellness Strategy 

Consider what you might learn through oral history and
documentation research first.

THE BEST place to begin your research is a
conversation with older family and community members. 

TOOL FOR KIDS
Let's Talk Genealogy
for Kids is an activity

workbook 
by Desi Campbell

Download the fillable #16Greats
family tree chart

https://16greats.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Who-Are-Your-People-16Greats.com-Project-Family-Tree-Alexandria-Peoples-Assembly.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/1170aadaed8daff64df2f4cdc/files/ac4153f1-b90f-a5ee-3b53-8a46e22237b3/AASLH_HIstory_News_Spring_2021.pdf
http://si.edu/
http://familysearch.org/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/museum-centers/digitization-curation-african-american-history/family-history
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/museum-centers/digitization-curation-african-american-history/family-history
mailto:familyhistorycenter@si.edu?subject=Virtual%20Genealogy%20Session&body=Hello%20NMAAHC%20FHC%20Staff%2C%0A%0AAdrienne%20Fikes%20suggested%20I%20request%20a%20virtual%20genealogy%20session%20with%20NMAAHC%20to%20learn%20the%20basics%20of%20researching%20African%20American%20genealogy.%0A%0AWhat%20information%20do%20you%20need%20to%20sign%20me%20up%3F
http://aahgs.org/
http://aahgs.org/
http://familysearch.org/
http://aahgs.org/
https://africanamericanexperience.org/visit-our-store/ols/products/lets-talk-genealogy-for-kids
http://16greats.com/
http://16greats.com/
https://16greats.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Who-Are-Your-People-16Greats.com-Project-Family-Tree-Alexandria-Peoples-Assembly.pdf
https://16greats.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Who-Are-Your-People-16Greats.com-Project-Family-Tree-Alexandria-Peoples-Assembly.pdf
http://aahgs.org/


Transform History Into Healing

info@16Greats.com

16Greats.com

Adrienne Fikes
Adrienne Fikes, M.Ed. is a recognized expert in
ancestral memory, descendant engagement,
and restorative public history. 

Ms. Fikes helps museums, universities,
nonprofits, government agencies, and
communities build authentic relationships with
descendants, members, & staff by transforming
historical research into organizational change,
public engagement, and collective healing. Ms.
Fikes is the creator of the 16 Greats Project, and
the Joy, Genealogy & Justice Framework.

2026 Association of Professional Genealogists
Kenyatta D. Berry African American

Research Scholarship Recipient

Signature Topics
Ms. Fikes welcomes
invitations for keynotes,
panels, workshops, coaching,
training, & consulting. 

For bookings, proposals, or
questions, contact:

Book Ms. Fikes

2021 Board for Certification in
Genealogy Paul Edward Sluby

Sr. Scholar

2021 Sons and Daughters of
the United States Middle

Passage Inductee

Mental Health, Spirituality for 
Archival Research 

Who Are Your People?:
Naming Your 16 Greats

Family History &
Segregated Black Schools

How to Handle Pain, Lies, Injustice, &
Difficult Truths in Research

Civic Engagement & Family History

Reframing Narratives of Enslaver Research

Central Lunatic Asylum for Colored Insane

mailto:info@16greats.com
https://16greats.com/
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